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Things Go Too Far

Then, Great Britain sent 4,000 troops to Boston. On March 5, 1770,
a colonist got into a fight with a British soldier. More people came. The
colonists threw rocks and ice. Soon, eight more soldiers came. Someone
yelled, “Fire!” The troops shot into the crowd. Five people died. The
people called this the Boston Massacre. A massacre is when many people

die.

Next came the Tea Act.
Great Britain let just a few
shops in the colonies sell tea.
Samuel Adams gave a speech.
He told people to fight back.
In December 1773, some men
dressed like Indians. These
men went onto British ships at
night. They opened 342 boxes
of tea. They threw the tea into
the water. The people called this \{
the “Boston Tea Party.” ‘<

The Boston Tea Party made
King George III mad. He made
strong new laws. The people
called them the Intolerable
(in-TOL-uhr-uh-buhl) Acts. The
word intolerable means too hard
to live with. One of these acts
shut down Boston Harbor. No one
could fish. This put half of the men
in that town out of work. Another
law let British troops live in people’s
homes!

Most colonists did not want to fight. But, the king had made a mistake.
These laws made the colonists really dislike the king. They wanted to be
fige.

Comprehension Question

Describe at least two of the British acts.








