Why did the English, French, and Spanish want to Explore New Lands? 
Some of the reasons that they explored were:
[image: http://library.thinkquest.org/J002678F/overland.gif]
· To find a sea route to the spices of Asia
· To find gold, silver, and precious stones
· To control a larger empire
· To expand Christianity
· To find animal furs

In the 1400s, there were no refrigerators to keep meat from spoiling, or going bad. People used salt, a spice, to preserve and dry it (like beef jerky) and pepper to cover up the bad taste.
[image: ]It was very hard and expensive to get the spices from Asia to Europe. They had to be brought across thousands of miles of dangerous mountains and deserts by spice traders, with bandits waiting to rob the spice caravans.  To bring them by sea was also dangerous because of pirates and storms. 

Several European rulers finally decided to try to find a route around the Turkish Empire. If a country could find a way to get these valuable spices to Europe, the rulers would be very rich.
[image: http://library.thinkquest.org/J002678F/gold.gif]
Gold, Silver, and Precious Stones
European rulers fought many wars. They fought against each other and against the Turkish Empire. These wars were very expensive, so they needed to find lots of gold, silver, and precious stones to pay for them. They believed that Asia was loaded with gold, silver, and precious stones, so they decided to find it and bring it back.
[image: http://library.thinkquest.org/J002678F/_themes/global/glohorsa.gif]
[image: http://library.thinkquest.org/J002678F/idea.gif]Expand Knowledge
In the late 1400s, Europeans did not know much about the world. Most of them had never been outside of Europe. The European map of the world included only Europe, Asia, and the top of Africa. They thought there was only one ocean, the Ocean Sea. Although many people thought the world was flat, educated Europeans knew that it was round. The problem was they had no idea how large the world was.
[image: http://library.thinkquest.org/J002678F/_themes/global/glohorsa.gif]
[image: http://library.thinkquest.org/J002678F/mapclip.gif]Larger Empires
Some European rulers, especially the King of Spain and the King of Portugal, wanted to claim as much land as they could. They wanted to take all of the natural resources from this land and use the people that lived there as slaves to do their work.
[image: http://library.thinkquest.org/J002678F/cross.gif][image: http://library.thinkquest.org/J002678F/_themes/global/glohorsa.gif]
Expand Christianity
        In the late 1400s, there was only one religion in Europe, Christianity. The European rulers were very religious. They wanted to convert everyone to Christianity.
[image: http://library.thinkquest.org/J002678F/_themes/global/glohorsa.gif]
Animal Furs
Eventually, the French found that animal furs, especially beaver hats, were very valuable in Europe. Imagine everyone walking around in a 	[image: http://library.thinkquest.org/J002678F/beaver.gif]		beaver hat! 
[image: http://library.thinkquest.org/J002678F/_themes/global/glohorsa.gif]

image6.gif




image7.gif




image8.gif




image1.gif




image2.gif




image3.gif




image4.gif




image5.gif





‘Why did the English, French, and Spanish want to
Explore New Lands?
Some ofthe reasons tha they explored were:

To find a sea routeto the spices of Asia
+ Tond gol, siver, and precious stones
+ To control alarger empire

+ To expand Chistanity

+ To fnd animl furs

I the 1400, there were no refrgerators to kaep maai from
spoling, o going bad. People used salt,a spice, to
preserve and dry i (ke beef erky) and pepper 10 cover up
the bad taste.
twas very hard and expensive.
10.gel he spices from Asa o
Europe. They had to be
brought across thousands of
BTSN i of dangorous mouniains
and deserts by sice raders,
with bandit waitig t 100 the
Spice caravans. To bing them
by sea was also dangerous because of prates and stoms.

y Gecded 1oy 1o nd  route
around the Turksh Empir. I 2 counry could find a way (o
g oo valuao spces o Erop, 0 lrs wouk be

Gold, Slver, and Precious Stones
Européan ks fough manywars. They It sgainst sach
ihrond sgans i Tukh Empre.Thass 11 wore
gLy st o ot 1008 sver 00
oo and i bk




