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Causes of the
American Revolution

Nobody Likes Taxes

Great Britain needed money. It passed the Stamp Act. This meant that any
paper with writing on it must have a stamp. Each stamp cost a few cents. A
stamp was needed on each newspaper. Even playing cards had to have a

stamp. This made the colonists mad. They would not pay. Mobs yelled at the
men who came to sell the stamps.

The British were shocked. They saw that the tax would not work. So it
was repealed. Repealed means it was stopped. Yet, Great Britain still needed
money. So, it passed the Townshend (TOWNS-end) Acts. These acts taxed
glass, paint, paper, lead, and tea. No one in Great Britain had to pay these
taxes. The colonists did not want to pay. People gave speeches to protest.
People in the colonies stopped buying British goods.
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